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INFORMATION and INTEREST GROUPS

General Meeting Speakers:
November 9th: Brendan McKernan from Saint Vincent de Paul Society, and area president in the
ABC Council District.

General Meetings continue to be held in Banbridge Town Football Club premises in Laws Lane, off
Castlewellan Road beside the Benefit Office. Please respect yourself and others when moving around by
wearing a mask and social distancing!
Some car parking is possible in the Lane but Tesco’s car park is nearby!

Our Interest Groups are starting up as and when possible in line with the slowly relaxing covid precautions.
The joint hiring of a room in the Football club by the Art, Family History and Flower arranging groups
continues with each group successfully pursuing their own interest from 10:15 -12:15. The next date will be
17th November. Anyone interested in one of these activities will be warmly welcomed. Please contact the
facilitator of the group which interests you for further details.

The committee has reviewed car share costs - £5 to continue to be the sum for up to a 50 miles limit
with an increase to £7 for longer journeys to reflect the increased cost of fuel.
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Art Group:
The Recreational Art is in the Football Club rooms on the 3rd Wednesday of the month at
10:15am. Two hours of doodling with paint, or creatively producing a masterpiece, the choice
is entirely up to you!

Bring your own paint, brushes and something to paint on, or come along and see what creative medium
you would like to work in. Alwyn and Peter

Badminton Group:

The Badminton Beavers are continuing to meet at the Banbridge Leisure Centre every Wednesday
at 12:30. At the time of this publication none of our members has turned professional. Although

some have been approached, they have (up to now) declined. It’s all in favour of a good workout, good fun
and a lack of rules which makes for a happy, healthy hour! Come along and join us! Racquets will be
available and we pay for the courts as we need them. Peter.

Family History Group:
 Our Genealogy group met as usual and 6 folks attended. Some are quite experienced so they
just work away, but we have 2 new folks to the group and one in particular is finding out quite a
bit of her origins and I have been able to link her with a close relative.

There are always new sites to look at when researching so we try to investigate those.Florence

Flower Arranging:
There was good general craic and mutual help in producing fresh arrangements to take home.
We will stick with the mantra `bring a bunch of flowers, a pair of scissors and a container' for the
next session on 17th November from 10:15 - 12:15, but as we get more established we hope to

agree at the end of one session what we will do at the next. We hope to gradually expand our knowledge
and skill in an enjoyable pass-time. Veronica

Friendship Group:
It would be lovely to get the wee lunch group to meet up and maybe some people would
like to have a short walk around the park in Banbridge. Claire, Gina and myself hope to get

something sorted out soon. Many thanks for your patience, Patricia.

History Group:
Looking back at October's History trip to Nendrum led by Veronica and Ken was overall a great
success as was lunch at Daft Eddie's afterwards. There was however, an unfortunate incident

when Ken's scooter overturned on uneven ground and as a consequence Ken was hurt and both he and
Veronica had to return home early from the site visit. Thankfully, Ken is making a good recovery and once
again in good spirits. I wish to take this opportunity to thank them both for making the arrangements in
respect of the Nendrum visit.
The History group will visit Navan Fort on Friday 12/11/2021. Admission is £6.50. There is a small
restaurant on site for those wishing to avail of lunch.  Please let me know beforehand if you wish to attend
and if you require lunch.
Travel arrangements will be by car share leaving the small car park at Tesco's, Castlewellan Road at
10.a.m.
Looking ahead to the 17th December trip, will see us once again in Armagh, where we will visit Vicars Hill,
the Church of Ireland cathedral and the Robinson library. Thanks, Margaret Murphy.
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Irish Language Group:
It saddens me to say this but I'm just not ready to restart the way things are at present. I've
therefore decided to put the Irish class on hold for now. I will be in touch with you later when
hopefully our meeting space will be accessible, all the best, Mary.

Photography Group: U3A Photography Flickr Page

Project for November for emailing to me before Nov’ 24th – ‘Windows’.

There’s no shortage of subject material again. The trick will be to capture them a little differently! Think -
Framing, Perspective, Reflection, Shape, etc!
Any questions about the project, please get in touch with me. Thanks again to Ken Barrett who gave a
fascinating talk on ‘History told through Old Cameras’ at our last general meeting. It was also great to
handle the old cameras which prompted a lot of memories.
Regards,Keith

Singing group:  
The singing group will soon be starting up again as Covid restrictive measures are being eased.
We will have use of a room in the Football Clubhouse at a reasonable rate. Could anyone who

wishes to join, rejoin, or newbies, please put your name and phone number to the list at the next meeting.
Thanks, Peter

Walking Group:
The U3A walking group has risen from the pandemic that so adversely affected us all. It's great to
be able once more to traverse this beautiful island, in the company of friends, old and new.

Feedback from our walks in general has been positive.
The ethos of the group is, to accommodate all abilities, within an hours drive of Banbridge. To that end,
most walks will be on relatively flat ground, and where possible, traffic free. Given the limited number of
areas which could facilitate such walks, of five to six miles, it will inevitably mean roads, and some hilly
terrain will have to be included.
It's unfortunate that given the ongoing restrictions, pertaining to covid-19, a lot of cafes are either closed, or
have limited opening hours. As a direct consequence of this, I would advise walkers to bring with them
sufficient food and liquid for each walk.
It goes without saying that waterproof clothing, and a good pair of boots are recommended for our outings.
Walking poles or walking sticks would be advised for some of our proposed treks. U3A have procured Hi-vis
vests for our more road orientated walks. I will endeavour to have them for each walker, on such occasions
as they are required.
I wish you all a safe and enjoyable experience on each of our walks.
Feedback would be gratefully appreciated. In doing so, please bear in mind that it's for everyone,
irrespective of ability. Walking in nature is so beneficial for our wellbeing, and this may be the only outing
some people avail of. Regards, Sean.
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Theatre Group:

There are some great shows coming up in February in The Market Place Theatre,

Armagh. Why not treat yourself to a good night out in the new year? Add your name to the list at our next
meeting or speak to Mervyn and Sharon.

Phil Coulter in Concert at The Market Place Theatre Armagh.

Saturday 12th February 2022 at 8pm . Price £28 per ticket.

Phil Coulter is one of Ireland’s best known and most iconic singer songwriter and producer with a career
that not only spans the years, crosses generations, but has reached far across the world, from performing
at The White House, playing live to 600,000 people on Capitol Hill (Washington DC), marching at the head
of the St.Patrick’s Day Parade in New York to Royal command performances from Japan to Finland and
this is just the tip of an extraordinary professional iceberg. Phil Coulter has recorded with the greatest
artistes in the business, had multiple hits, has a catalogue of albums and played with some of the best
known artistes in the business. His music remains timeless and is a symbol of his remarkable talent.

Flash Harry – The Magic of Queen

Saturday 19th February at 8pm in The Market Place Theatre. Tickets £21

Flash Harry are Northern Ireland’s most enduring tribute band, celebrating the music of super star Freddie
Mercury and super group Queen, for over 25 years. Flash Harry deliver a rock show that will have the
audience rocking in their seats and singing along to anthems of one of the greatest bands in history;
featuring classics ‘Radio Ga Ga’, & ‘We Are the Champions’, to ‘Bohemian Rhapsody’, & ‘Who Wants to
Live Forever’ plus everything in between. The five piece band have played everywhere from the USA to
Dubai as well as major venues in the UK and Ireland and continue to sell out venues wherever they go,
recreating the magic of Queen for audiences young and old. For a true celebration of the music of Queen,
Flash Harry are a band not to be missed.

Eddi Reader

Friday 25th Feb 2022 at 8pm in The Market Place Theatre.Armagh. Tickets £27

Eddi Reader is perhaps Scotland’s greatest living female voice. In 2022, she celebrates her 40th year on
stage with a ‘40 Years Live’ concert tour. From her earliest years playing the folk clubs of western Scotland
and learning how to street sing across Europe (like her hero Edith Piaf) Eddi’s path soon led her to a
professional career in music as a backing singer for Eurythmics and Gang of Four. Her band Fairground
Attraction had huge international success and number one hits with ‘Perfect’ and debut album ‘First of a
Million Kisses’ which stormed the charts in the late 1980s. Throughout her successful solo career, Eddi has
released consistently great works, including highly acclaimed albums such as ‘The Songs of Robert Burns’
and last years ‘Cavalier’. She has won Brit Awards, been awarded four honorary degrees, an MBE, sung to
millions on some of the world’s greatest concert and festival stages and collaborated with a host of stars
across a myriad of genres including Folk, Jazz, Pop, World, Punk and even Classical work with various
orchestras.

_____________________________________________________________________________
   

4



U3A Reduced Membership Fees can still be paid. We value your support in
keeping your U3A going as we restart. Thank You.

Members can pay £10 directly into our Banbridge District U3A bank account by
direct debit OR standing order if they wish, the Santander Bank account details

currently are: Name: Banbridge District U3A Sort Code: 09-01-28 Account No: 87531010
You cannot pay in person at the Santander Bank, Newry Street, Banbridge, as the bank
does not allow this for business accounts.
You may also bring cash or a cheque (made payable to Banbridge District U3A) to any of
our meetings. See Adrian or Keith.

Membership emails and information are now coming to you from:
banbridgeu3a@gmail.com

Can I ask you all to add this address to your contacts list to ensure you receive them?

Thanks, Keith Roper

If you haven't already, please sign up to receive the u3a free Newsletter

ALL Facilitators please contact the editor by email on the first of the month and update
necessary information for all YOUR members and maybe attract new ones!
Thank you! Keith: keithroper27@gmail.com
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